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Goals of the Presentation

• Examine farmland trends in Tennessee 

• Discuss the importance of agriculture to Tennessee 
(economically &  culturally)

• Identify farmland  protection options.
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If you're in a bad situation, don't worry it'll change. If you're in a good 
situation, don't worry it'll change. - John A. Simone Sr. 

Change is the law of life. And those who look 
only to the past or present are certain to miss 
the future. - John F. Kennedy

Any change, even a change for the better, is 
always accompanied by drawbacks and 
discomforts. - Arnold Bennett

Nothing we can do can change the past, but 
everything we do changes the future. - Ashleigh 
Brilliant
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   2 - 19 Percent  20 - 39 Percent  40 - 59 Percent  60 - 79 Percent  80 - 99 Percent

County Growth Rates For 2000 To 2025
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 Lowest Growth Rate  Highest Growth Rate

Projected Population Growth Rates For 2000 To 2025
For Top 5 And Bottom 5 Counties

Sullivan - 161,263
Lauderdale - 29,033
Haywood - 20,596
Morgan - 20,560
Hancock - 6,947

Rutherford - 318,583
Williamson - 252,426
Montgomery - 224,457
Sevier - 137,345
Meigs - 21,374



Farm Numbers
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Economic Impact of Farming



Cattle & Calf Inventory
Head of Cattle
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Poultry & Eggs
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Cotton
Acres Harvested
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Corn
Acres Harvested
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Dairy Cattle
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Soybeans
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TN Tobacco Acreage 
Harvested
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Hogs and Pigs 
(December inventory)
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Sheep – Total Breeding
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Cultural Impact of Farming



Family Pride

• 200 year farms – for many it is not about 
the money…in fact it almost becomes a 
financial burden to protect the 
heritage…How do we help?



Challenges to Farmland 
Protection

• Loss of Support 
Infrastructure

• Nuisance Complaints
• Environmental 

Concerns
• Property 

Values/Taxation
• Property Rights
• Loss of Empathy for 

Farmers



Protection Tools

• Right-to-Farm Law
• Feed Lots, Dairy Farms & Poultry Production Houses
• Agricultural, Forest and Open Space Land
• Agricultural District and Farmland Preservation Act
• Farmland Trust
• City Zoning
• County Zoning
• Building Permits
• Public Chapter 1101
• Transfer Development Rights



Tennessee Agricultural 
Enhancement Program





What phrase is 
guaranteed to 
wake you up?





New York Times editorial by 
Thomas Friedman

• Information management is important.

• Critical need for self-inspection & analysis.

• Need of Partnerships



How we tell our message is important.

• A person remembers 1/3 of what they 
read, 

• ½ of what people tell them, 
• and 100 percent of what they feel.



Never say that the actions of one, two 
or three ordinary people cannot 
change the world.  It is the only thing 
that does.

Margaret Mead
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